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Full Council

Tuesday 28 June 22
Council Chambers, Coleford

7.00 pm - 9.00 pm 

Minutes

At the Meeting of the Coleford Town Council, there were present:

Cllr. N Penny

Cllr. M Cox
Cllr. S Cox
Cllr. M Beard

Cllr. R Drury

Cllr. C Elsmore
Cllr. N Holloway

Cllr. H Lusty

Cllr. M Getgood

Public: Mr Jeff Bunyan
Chris Haine Town Clerk 
45.
Apologies received form Cllrs. Allaway-Martin, Holloway, Kyne, Baker and Simister (on agreed Leave of Absence) 

46.

Declared Pecuniary Interests received from Cllr. Beard re: Item 52, Cllr. Penny Re: Items 52 & 55, and Personal interest  from Cllr. Holloway re: Item 52.

47.
 The Clerk had received a Dispensation Request from Cllr. M Cox re: Planning matters, and this was noted.

48.
 To take comments from the Public

Cllr. Penny welcomed Mr Jeff Bunyan, and invited him to comment, noting Item 59 on the agenda re: Sylvan Close

Mr Bunyan, stated that he was disappointed to have received a letter from the Council regarding the removal of the windbreaks, as there had been confusion regarding the boundaries, and ownership, as well as the fact that the play area had been installed subsequent to his tenancy.

Cllr. Penny thanked Mr Bunyan for his comments, and explained that it would be debated, and that he was welcome to say.

49.  To agree the minutes of 31 May 2022

 It was proposed that the minutes of 31 May 2022 were agreed, as a true record.

Proposed: Cllr. M Cox




Seconded: Cllr. Getgood

On being put to the vote 8 in favour, 1 abstention (due to absence), and the Minutes were approved
Cllr. Penny signed a Copy,a s a True record

50.
Matters arising from the minutes of 31 May 2022 

Re: Page 5. Items 24 - 27: The Town Clerk reported that the AGAR Exercise had been completed, and had been formally submitted to the External Auditors, PKF Littlejohn, within the deadline, and that the Exercise of Public Rights had been published on Notice Board, and Website, with  AGAR  Documents, and Statements.
Cllr. Penny, in light of Mr Bunyan being present, proposed, and it was unanimously agreed, that Item 59 be taken earlier.

59.
To consider correspondence, and make recommendations, if necessary, re: Sylvan 
Close windbreaks
Cllr. Penny summarised, thanking Mr Bunyan for his comments, and it was proposed that a Site meeting should be scheduled, at Sylvan Close, with some Councillors meeting with Mr Bunyan, to further understand the issues.  Clllrs. Holloway, Lusty and Getgood volunteered.  Mr Bunyan was content with this, and an early evening was to be identified, with other residents invited also.
Proposed: Cllr. Penny


Seconded: Cllr. M Cox
On being put to the vote, it was unanimously agreed.

51.
Reports from District and County Councillors

Dist. Cllr. C Elsmore reported another busy month across a range of FoDDC matters. 
It was proposed, and unanimously agreed, that Cllr. M Cox took temporary Chair for the next Item, in light of Cllr. Penny leaving the meeting

7.19 pm
Cllrs Penny and Beard left the meeting (Item 46 refers re: pecuniary Interests).

52.
To agree Payments

The Town Clerk summarised the Payment Listings presented, and also presented updated Payment sheet; clarifying various payments re: N Power, M Beard, and Corona.  Cllr. M Cox further clarified a payment to the Angel Hotel (£330.00) now not to be authorised, due to a change of arrangements, and Redhand also, due to a meeting pending. A revised Payments total of £31,493.51 was proposed for payment
  

Proposed: Cllr. Elsmore


Seconded: Cllr. M Getgood

On being put to the vote it was unanimously agreed for payments to be made.
7.35 pm
Cllrs Penny and Beard re-entered the meeting

53.
To agree Petty Cash payments for the Town Council and Tourist Information

Centre (TIC)

Cllr. Penny summarised, and payments were proposed for payment.

Proposed: Cllr. Elsmore


Seconded: Cllr. M Cox

On being put to the vote it was unanimously agreed for payments to be made
54.
To note the cash books and bank reconciliations

Cllr. Penny summarised, and the Cashbooks, and Reconciliation reports were noted.

55.
To note monthly Budget Figures

Cllr. Penny summarised, and stated that the RFO would be presenting Quarterly Report to F & AM Committee, in July; as well as Cllr. Penny planning to work closely with Clerk, and RFO, in advance, regarding budget generally, coding, monitoring, reports. The figures were noted.

56.
To receive an update re: Review of Standing Orders Working Group (and associated  
Compliance issues)

The Clerk updated, stating that a well-attended inaugural Standing Orders Review Working Group had met, and agreed the process re: Review of Standing Orders, with Clerk/RFO taking forward the NALC / GAPT ‘Model Template’, and also stated that the Working Group would also be looking more widely at associated compliance issues, including Risk Assessment (with a scheduled Workshop), Asset Register, and Policies more generally, to ensure compliance; including Website documents.

57.
To receive update from meeting with GCC Highways (inc. Licensing issues re: Street Trading), and to make recommendations, as necessary. 

Cllr. M Cox summarised, and stated that this meeting had consolidated outstanding tasks, and CTC / GCC Highways were taking forward outstanding actions to report back urgently.  
58.
To receive further update from Town Clerk (following F & AM meeting) re: Insurance  
Renewal Schedule Proposal, and to make recommendations, as necessary

This Item was proposed, and unanimously agreed to be taken in 2 parts:

General Cover

Cllr. Penny summarised the General Policy Cover, expressing concerns re: extortionate increased percentage premium costs; further reporting that he was satisfied that the Clerk had clarified matters that he had been asked to pursue with Broker, including rationale, increases, and also having confirmed, with GAPTC, that other Parish/Town Councils had experienced. After further discussion, it was proposed that the Quotations, as presented (£8,857.26 & £541.14), were agreed, for payment, in principle, subject to the Clerk further clarifying duration terms (accepting this was not ‘binding’, as previous arrangements, and financial market, have confirmed), and the ‘additional cover’ presented separately.

Proposed: Cllr. Elsmore


Seconded: Cllr. M Cox

On being put to the vote it was unanimously agreed for payments to be made
8.00pm
Cllr. Penny left the meeting
It was proposed, and unanimously agreed, that Cllr. M Cox took Temporary Chair re: Coleford Music Festival ‘One-Off Event Cover’.
Coleford Music Festival Cover

The Clerk summarised, and the presented Quotation (£1,274) was discussed, and proposed for payment.

Proposed: Cllr. Elsmore


Seconded: Cllr. M Cox

On being put to the vote 2 Abstentions, 5 for, payment was agreed for payment.

Note:  Cllr. M Cox further proposed that ‘One-Off Event Cover’ needed to be looked at in more detail, and deferred to F & AM Committee for further consideration and, in respect of General Insurance Cover, to further engage GAPT re: Sector Cover, raising concerns also with Mark Harper, MP.

Proposed: Cllr. M Cox


Seconded: Cllr. M Getgood
On being put to the vote, it was unanimously agreed.
Note:  This Payment incurred an additional £25.00 Admin. Fee, which the Clerk took 
 delegated authority to agree, to implement Cover, with time constraints

8.20pm  Cllr. Penny re-entered the meeting

59.  To consider correspondence, and make recommendations, if necessary, re: Sylvan 

  Close windbreaks
Already Taken

60.
To consider Contractor’s increased rate request, and to make recommendations as 
necessary

Cllr. Penny summarised, noting the request, and it was proposed for Clerk to meet with Contractor, to further clarify, and for consistency, to then report to next F & M Committee, in July, for further consideration. 
Proposed: Cllr. M Cox


Seconded: Cllr. M Getgood
On being put to the vote, it was unanimously agreed.

61.
To receive update on Newsletters, and Website, and to consider more widely in context of re-established Comms. Strategy, to make recommendations, as necessary. 

Cllr. Penny, and Clerk summarised last Newsletter Distribution, and other Councillors fedback their thoughts, experiences, with the overriding recognition that this format needed to be continued.  It was proposed, and unanimously agreed that this needed to be with further considered, within the broader context re: environmental implications e.g. paper usage; also targeted, and full cover delivery, as well as where it now fitted within the wider Comms. Strategy, with the new Website soon to be established, and for a Comms. Strategy Worksop to be scheduled.  
Re: Website 

Cllr. M Cox summarised, and progress was noted.  After further discussion it was proposed that this is progressed further through office staff continuing to populate new website, with key documents, working with Cllr. M Cox, and S Cox, and to engage Development Company to ‘go live’, processing domain administration, etc.

Proposed: Cllr. M Cox


Seconded: Cllr. Penny
On being put to the vote, it was unanimously agreed.
62.
 To consider RFO request re: AAT Level 3 support, and to make recommendations, as necessary
Cllr. Penny deferred this Item to next F & AM Committee meeting

63.
To agree the recommendations of the Environment Committee

Cllr. Getgood summarised, and the ongoing Environment Action Plan activities were noted 
Cllr. Penny proposed, and it was unanimously agreed to take the meeting into ‘Committee’.

64.
To agree the recommendations of the Marketing & Regeneration Committee

Cllr. Penny summarised CTC’s bid for monies under the UK Shared Prosperity Fund (SPF), and the recommendation was noted, and unanimously agreed retrospectively, in light of the time constraints / deadline for the Clerk to submit the formal bid.  Cllr Penny further updated, following a response from FoDDC, and this was noted. Cllr. Penny thanking the Clerk for turning around, and formally submitting the bid so swiftly and within tight deadline.

The Clerk suggested, and it was proposed, and unanimously agreed, to remain ‘In-Committee’ to take Item 70 

70.

To have an update re: outstanding repayment to Council

The Clerk updated, and this was noted.  It was further proposed, and unanimously agreed, to take forward, as suggested. 

It was proposed, and unanimously agreed to take meeting out of ‘Committee’

65.
To agree the recommendations of the Finance and Asset Management Committee

Cllr. Penny summarised, and proposed recommendations en-bloc.
Proposed: Cllr. Penny



Seconded: Cllr. Holloway
On being put to the vote, it was unanimously agreed.

66.
To note Planning Committee minutes
Cllr. M Cox summarised Planning decisions, also referencing 2 Appeals to Planning Inspectorate, and these were noted.
67.
 Member Reports

Cllr. Penny

1st June 

Decorating the town with Union Flags for Jubilee Weekend

2nd June 

Attended the reading of the proclamation with Cllr Julia Gooch (Chair, FoDDC)

4th June 

Organised and delivered the Jubilee Busking Festival

5th June 

Organised and attended the Bells Field Big Picnic and Tree Dedication

8th June 

Met with Cllr Bernie O'Neil and Richard Morgan re UK SPF

10th June 
Attended FEP meeting at Speech House

11th June 
Attended 49th Forest of Dean Morris Festival

12th June 
Attended Mayor of Usk Civic Service

27th June 
Attended meeting with Gloucestershire County Council Highways and Local 
businesses re pavement licenses

Cllr. M Cox

5 June 22

    
Assisted with petanque at Jubilee picnic

Coleford Twinning Association prepared info re: St Hilaire Way and Sion Ave

6 June 22    

Appeal letters sent to Inspectorate

8 June 22    

Archiving started for planning

11 June 22 

Attended Morris Festival display on Tump

1 June 22


Zoom meeting with GCC Flood Authority and modellers

2 June 22


Website update meeting

2 June 22


Highways site visit with Brian Watkins/Nathan Choat

Cllr. S Cox

05 June 22         Assisted with preparations for Jubilee Picnic at Bells Field

14 June 22         Zoom meeting with GCC Flood Authority and consultants doing modelling.

27 June 22
     Website update meeting

27 June 22
     Attended Feedback meeting for Coleford Walking Festival

27 June 22         GCC Highways meeting  and site visit with Nathan Choat and Brian Watkins

27 June 22         Coleford Twinning Association meeting to finalise arrangements for visit of the 
27 June 22

French for the Music Festival
Cllr. Holloway

4th June 

Jubilee Busking Festival
Cllr. Elsmore

Reported on Parish activity, on a range of issues
Cllr. Getgood
Reported on a range of environmental activities
Cllr. Lusty

Reported on Parish activity, on a range of issues

Cllr. Drury

Reported on a number of activities, and ‘plugged’ Elvis Tribute event
Cllr Beard

Reported on Clock Tower activity, and also preparation of Commemoration Plaques for new unveiled trees at Bells Field
68.
To note the Town Clerk’s Report
The Clerk highlighted another busy month, with staff working hard; further integrated, and inducted, progressing much; also updating on Tracker and its key to business planning, progressing tasks, and monitoring also. Recruitment now ‘live’, and Clerk reported potential destabilising effect on staff, and morale.

69.
To note Correspondence

Correspondence noted.
In-Committee

70.
To have an update re: outstanding repayment to Council

Already taken
9.00pm
Meeting closed
8                               

Signed ………………………
4
 Signed……………………….
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